EVELYN ALIAS SHANTI DEVI

Prof. Sibnarayan Ray corresponded with Evelyn in 1958.
Ellen Roy, the second wife of M.N. Roy, recommended
Sibnarayan Ray to Evelyn. Robert C North wanted to
bring MJSL Roy alive without doing any violence to the
truth and at the same time wished to protect Evelyn who
wanted to keep her privacy. Prof, North sent her many
questions about Roy's trip to Tashkent, Spain, Europe
and Russia. Evelyn never failed to respond to Prof. North
and pointed out the mistakes and questioned the authenticity
of the sources. But she always admired the work of North.

Several scholars in the world tried to reach Evelyn
through Prof. North. Nathaniel Weyl, who published
several critical books on communist movements,
approached North for help from Evelyn. Similarly,
Muzaffar Ahmed too approached Prof. North through
correspondence. Prof. North forwarded the letters to
Evelyn but she did not respond to them directly.

Mr P.C. Joshi who was in Jawaharlal Nehru university
and wanted to write a book, on the Indian Communist
movement tried to contact Evelyn through Walter Hauser,
professor at the University of Virginia. North referred all
those letters to her. Sibnarayan Ray requested Evelyn to
write her memoirs but she never obliged. Evelyn informed
Prof. North that her apartment in Auburn was burnt down
in 1963 and all her papers were destroyed in fire. She
asked him to be discreet in giving her address to others.
She later used the post box address system. When she was
in her 70s, Evelyn attended night school in Auburn to learn
some courses and she worked for placer country welfare
department. Evelyn never retired from work till her death!.
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